QUESTIONS? CALL 1-800-TRIBUNE 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 26, 2018 


BREAKING NEWS AT CHICAGOTRIBUNE.CG 


al 


DACA outline in 


Illinois delegation could shrink 
if census scares off immigrants 


By ELVIA MALAGON 
Chicago Tribune 


Illinois could lose political clout 
and federal funding if immigrants 
afraid of deportation in the Trump 
era sit out the 2020 census, 
experts say. 

Officials with the U.S. Census 
Bureau are weighing whether to 
ask households across the country 
about their citizenship status, a 
move experts say could have a 
chilling effect on participation 
among immigrants. The fear is 
that the data, including home 
addresses, could lead Immigra- 
tion and Customs Enforcement 
agents to the doors of those living 
in the country without docu- 


mentation. And even for those on 
their way to becoming naturalized 
citizens, the controversial ques- 
tion may keep them from raising 
their hands and being counted, 
especially as the immigration de- 
bate has taken sharp turns and left 
them uneasy about their future 
here. 

In Illinois alone, immigrants 
make up about 7 percent of the 
state’s population, ranging from 
those on their way to becoming 
naturalized citizens to others liv- 
ing here illegally, said William 
Frey, a demographer with the 
Brookings Institution. Illinois’ 
falling population means it’s al- 
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MUELLER NEARLY SACKED 


Insiders say that President Donald 


Trump sought to fire special 
counsel Robert Mueller in June 


but backed down when the White 


House counsel threatened to 
resign. Nation & World, Page Tl 


By BRIAN BENNETT 
AND LISA MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump is testing the 
loyalty of his most ardent conser- 
vative supporters, proposing a 
pathway to citizenship for 18 
million young immigrants who 
came to the US. illegally as 
children, while demanding that 
Democrats support $25 billion for 
border security, including his pro- 
posed border wall, and strict new 
limits on legal immigration. 

The 1.8 million figure would go 
well beyond the nearly 700,000 
immigrants currently covered by 
the Obama administration’s De- 


line of fire 


Trump’s base and critics slam 
plan for wall funds, citizenship 


ferred Action for Childhood Ar- 
rivals program, expanding the 
protections primarily to cover 
people who were eligible for 
DACA but did not apply. 

The White House designed that 
element of the plan in hopes that it 
would provide a strong entice- 
ment for Democrats. But it quickly 
generated opposition from some 
Republican conservatives. 

“Amnesty comes in many 
forms, but it seems they all 
eventually grow in size and scope. 
Any proposal that expands the 
amnesty-eligible population risks 
opening Pandora’s box,” said 
Michael Needham, the head of 
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Youth football players ages 5 to 7 face off at practice last fall in Addison. Under the Dave Duerson Act, they’d have to play touch or not at all. 


Too young for tackle football? 


CTE risk cited as bill 
seeks ban for youths 
under 12, but some 
question move’s merit 


By JOHN KEILMAN 
AND ESE OLUMHENSE 
Chicago Tribune 


Illinois would ban tackle foot- 
ball for children younger than 12 
under a proposed state law 
unveiled Thursday. 

At a news conference in Chi- 
cago, state Rep. Carol Sente, a 
Vernon Hills Democrat, intro- 
duced the Dave Duerson Act, 
named for the former Bears 
player who took his life in 2011 at 
age 50. 

After his death, Duerson was 
found to have had chronic trau- 
matic encephalopathy, or CTE, a 
degenerative brain disease that 
has been linked to repeated head 
trauma. 

Many other former NFL play- 
ers have suffered a similar fate. 
Given such tragedies, and the 
risks Sente contended are mag- 
nified for those who play tackle 
football under age 12, a legisla- 
tive fix is needed, she said. 

“As the science and the data 
move forward and progress, so 
must we, and we now turn our 
attention to CTE,’ Sente said. 
“Children as young as 5 are 
playing tackle football. ... They 
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Former Bears Otis Wilson, left, and Mike Adamle chat before Thursday’s news conference in Chicago. 
Wilson was a teammate of Dave Duerson’s. Adamle has struggled with dementia and likely CTE. 


are taking hits in practice and at 
games, with forces that are 
similar to what college players 
are taking” 

Some experts, though, took 
issue with Sente’s bill, saying no 
evidence demonstrates that 
younger football players are at 
greater risk for the disease. 


“There’s no scientific consen- 
sus that 12 or 1l is a threshold age 
below which (tackle football) 
becomes more dangerous,” said 
Dr. Julian Bailes of the 
NorthShore University Health- 
System Neurological Institute, a 
CTE researcher who advises the 
Pop Warner youth football or- 
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ganization. 

Jerry Miller of Bill George 
Youth Football, a suburban 
league of 3,500 players, about 
1,000 of whom are under 12, said 
the game already has undergone 
numerous changes that have 
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White Sox’s Anderson is ready for big year after reflective offseason 


David Haugh in Chicago Sports 


Harassment 
probe clears 
but rebukes 
state senator 


Silverstein’s behavior 
instead ‘unbecoming; 
watchdog determines 


By MONIQUE GARCIA 
AND KIM GEIGER 
Chicago Tribune 


SPRINGFIELD - The General 
Assembly’s watchdog has deter- 
mined that Democratic state Sen. 
Ira Silverstein did not engage in 
sexual harassment while working 
with a victims rights advocate to 
pass a bill, but “did behave in a 
manner unbecoming of a legisla- 
tor.” 

In a detailed report released 
Thursday, Special Legislative In- 
spector General Julie Porter said 
her investigation found that Sil- 
verstein and Denise Rotheimer 
“regarded each other as friends, 
sought each other’s approval and 
continued attention, and devel- 
oped a more-than-just profes- 
sional relationship.” 

Porter recommended that Sil- 
verstein receive ethics counseling, 
noting that state law “imposes no 
penalties on 
legislators for 
violating the 
code of con- 
duct” set forth 
in the ethics 
act. While Sil- 
verstein faces 
no formal puni- 
shment, col- 
leagues have 
shunned him, 
Democratic governor candidates 
have called for his resignation, 
several opponents are running 
against him in the March primary 
and he lost a Senate leadership 
post that carried a nearly $21,000- 
a-year stipend. 

The findings were made public 
about three months after 
Rotheimer complained about Sil- 
verstein’s behavior during a hear- 
ing on sexual harassment in Chi- 
cago. She stepped forward out of 
the audience and accused Silver- 
stein of using the legislation she 
was advocating as “a carrot being 
dangled” over her, saying he made 
unwanted comments about her 
appearance, sent her hundreds of 
Facebook messages and placed 
late-night phone calls. 

Reached by phone Thursday 
before the report was released, 
Silverstein read a prepared state- 
ment but would not answer ques- 
tions. 

“Tam very grateful that we have 
an independent inspector general 
who saw the facts for what they 
were,” said Silverstein, who is 
married to 50th Ward Ald. Debra 
Silverstein. “My priorities are now 
my family and my re-election.” 

Rotheimer questioned the in- 
vestigation’s outcome, saying the 
system was “rigged” to protect 
lawmakers. She said she feared it 
would cause a chilling effect that 
may prevent other women with 
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Chicago Weather Center: 


Complete forecast on back of A+E 
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